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♪ Music Notes ♫

These familiar tunes are a natural way to introduce or reinforce meter! The “Mexican

Hat Dance” melody has been adapted to work well at this level and students will enjoy

creating the clapping sound during “La Raspa" by tapping or knocking on their instruments.

If desired, you may also encourage audience participation/clapping during that section. In

addition, all instruments have a good balance between melodic and harmonic material.

“Mexican Medley” is sure to be a favorite with students and audience members alike!

An additional goal of this arrangement is to draw attention to the fact that these two

melodies are not one in the same! “La Raspa” is often incorrectly called the “Mexican Hat

Dance.” However, “La Raspa” is a folk dance tune from the Veracruz region of Mexico,

while the “Mexican Hat Dance” (also known as Jarabe Tapatío) was composed by Jesús

González Rubio and is the national dance of Mexico. Nonetheless, the two famous

melodies work well together and this arrangement allows students to enjoy both of them in

one piece.

For more music, resources, and arranger information, please visit:
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